In a list of students who studied medicine in Edinburgh Cameron is recorded as a pupil of John Blair, a Fellow of the Royal College of Surgeons of Edinburgh, in 1723, for which year he paid an honorarium of three guineas; again, in a list dated 18 October 1727, he paid another three guineas to the same John Blair; while in a third list, dated 12 January 1728, he paid one guinea, once again to John Blair. In Henderson's life, however, he says that Cameron also worked under Dr. Alexander Monro, the great anatomist, and that he studied physic under Dr. Sinclair, who is probably better known as St. Clair. It is said, too, that Cameron after leaving Edinburgh studied for one year on the continent, and it is possible that he followed Monro to Leyden as a pupil of Boerhaave, although some writers, although they produce no evidence for this statement, say that he spent a year in Paris. After his stay abroad Cameron returned to his native Lochaber and began to practise medicine among his brother's clansmen. Shortly after his return, probably between 1732 and 1733, Cameron married his cousin, Jean Cameron of Dungallon, by whom he had at least eight children, the last of whom was born after his death.
Cameron and his brother Donald, the acting chief of the clan, both had the prosperity and wellbeing of their clansmen at heart and worked hard to improve 231 Lord Amuiree conditions in their part of the country, and, helped by a 'genteel behaviour and by countenancing honesty and industry' succeeding in producing a degree of improvement. Few details of his life at this time have survived, but there are references to the assistance given by both Cameron and his brother to General Wade in his road building and how they laid: 'the strictest commands on the whole of their men, to be obliging to the soldiers, and do everything in their power to rendering the situation agreeable so that whatever misrepresentations Mr. Wade might give ofScotland, he had no occasion to complain.' Again, Cameron, it seems, encouraged the clansmen to work in the lead mines of Strontian, in Cameron country, where: 'he made it his business to oblige all concerned, and both by his advice and example was the happy instrument of civilising his people in those remote parts giving them a relish for trade and commerce and encouraging them to gain their bread by laudable industry and working in the mines.' From two letters which Cameron wrote to his cousin, Balhaldy, in 1732 and 1733, it seems that Cameron was not only engaged in looking after the health of the lead miners at Strontian but that he also acted as agent for members of his family in certain financial matters connected with these mines.
But 
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Lord Amuiree In July of this year Cameron later claimed that he and his brother had successfully opposed a proposal to distress the house of Campbell of Invera, presumably because he would not join the rebels, while when the people of Kirkintulloch were in danger of massacre following the killing of two of Lochiel's servants this was averted by the joint action of Cameron and his brother.
At the battle of Falkirk, Lochiel was slightly wounded in the leg and while Cameron was attending him: 'he received a shot in the breast and would have had it through the body if it was not for his target.' He complained in later years: 'especially if the ball received at Falkirk and is still in my body give me as much pain and trouble as it did in winter and spring last which helped the continuance of my sickness at that time.' After the battle of Culloden, Cameron helped his brother, Lochiel, badly wounded in both ankles, off the field and went into hiding-skulking, as it was colloquially called-with other Highlanders.
The remnants of the Jacobite army broke up and scattered, and the Prince left the mainland for the Hebrides on 26 April. Cameron, who had been sent by the group which surrounded the wounded Lochiel, brought back to them this unwelcome news. At the same time, two French ships arrived at Loch-nan-uagh with money and arms for the Prince. Cameron with some difficulty persuaded the French to put the money on shore, some 35,000 Louis d'ors packed in bags in seven casks, and this was buried by Cameron and his friends in the woods round Loch Arkaig. News of the landing of the money soon reached the ears of Government troops who searched, in vain, for it among the woods. They were often: 'round the place where it was and missed narrowly finding it, for being hid by gentlemen not used to work it was very unskillfully done and the stamps and impressions of their feet visible about the place.' However, the money was not discovered and its final distribution was the cause of much jealously and bad feeling among the Jacobites.
An attempt was also made to rally some of the scattered Jacobite troops and a small army assembled near Loch Lochy: this soon found that it was hopelessly outnumbered by Government troops and was disbanded on 23 May. From various items recorded by Murray of Broughton, the treasurer to the whole expedition, it seems that Cameron helped considerably in provisioning and otherwise equipping this small body of troops: item 8. Mr. M. paid Mrs. Cameron about £40 for part of their cattle in the Doctor's presence, the others he cannot recall to mind being country people. To cattle brought from Dr. Cameron and others to supply men rendezvoused at Glenmely £90. item 9. Dr. Cameron was the person Mr. M. chiefly employed to procure their horses and some of these were bought from a tennant of Lochiel's in Glenpayen. To horses to carry the ammunition to be sent by Mr. MacDonald of Clanranald from the coast of Arisaig to the head of Loch Shiel £45.
The next two or three months were spent by Cameron skulking in various parts of the Highlands with a few friends, and his own house was destroyed by Government troops and his wife and family forced to go into hiding. Later Mrs. Cameron told how when two of her children died during this time she was advised to bury them in some quiet heatherly brae to prevent their bodies from being dug up from the family Dr. Archibald Caneron burial ground for the sake of their linen shrouds, while another daughter was stripped of all her clothes by Government troops.
On 5 July the Prince returned to the mainland and on 20 August was joined by Cameron and others who moved him to the comparative safety of a: 'very romantic comical habitation made for him by Cluny, at two miles distance into Benalder, called the Cage'. The accommodation in the Cage was limited, for it: 'was no larger than to contain six or seven persons, four of which number was frequently employed in playing at cards, one idle looking on, one baking and another firing bread and cooking'. Cameron stayed at the Cage for a week and then made a journey with Macpherson of Cluny to Lock Arkaig, to show him where the money was buried. On their way back to the Cage they ran into a messenger who was looking for the Prince to tell him that two French ships had arrived in Loch-nan-uagh to take him back to France. The Prince and his party set out for the coast and with Cameron, Lochiel and others embarked on one of the ships, L'Heureux.
The journey to France was uneventful, and the Prince spent some of his time dictating a short account of his adventures in Scotland: this was taken down, in part by Archibald Cameron. On 10 October L'Heureux arrived at Roscoff and the Prince with his party left at once for Paris, where they were warmly received by the Minister and, a few days later, by Louis XV at Fontainbleau. In the middle of November the Prince moved into a rented appartment on the quay in Paris, L'Hotel d'Hollande, where he lived quietly, entertaining only members of his immediate suite, of whom Cameron was one. His brother, the Duke of York, also had an apartment in the same building.
As far as one can make out with his arrival in France, Cameron finished with his life as a practising doctor. The French government were generous to those Jacobite exiles who had served the cause well, and made grants of money to them which were known as 'gratifications'. In a list of these, dated November 1746, 3,000 livres are awarded to Colonel Cameron-one assumes this to have been Archibald-and a further 1,000 livres was paid to Archibald Cameron in January 1747. Cameron recorded later that, because he lived so much with the Prince, he was able to save a considerable amount of his 'gratification' against the time when his wife and family could join him in France. About this time, too, the French government sanctioned the raising of one Scottish regiment in the French army: this was to be called after Lord Ogilvy. Cameron was to be gazetted a Captain in command of the second batallion and his brother, Lochiel, was to be in command. All this is evidence of how well Cameron's loyalty and good sense was appreciated by the Prince and his brother, although we know that at this time Cameron and others were becoming anxious at the extent to which the Prince's thoughts and actions were becoming increasingly influenced by the Irishman, Kelly.
In the spring of 1747 the Prince, disappointed at the apparent lack of support for his future shown by the French government, decided to try his luck at the court of Spain. Accompanied by Cameron and one other he arrived without warning in Madrid and had, after some difficulty, an unsatisfactory and embarrassing interview with the Spanish, King Ferdinand VI and queen and several talks with the Minister, Carvajal: none of these chose to become involved in Jacobite plotting. It was, Lord Amulree however, agreed that ships with flour, brandy, soap and tobacco should be sent to the Highlands and that Cameron should go ahead of them to Scotland to receive them and to help in the distribution of this relief. There is no further evidence that this relief was ever sent or that Cameron visited Scotland at that time. He was, however-and this further evidence of the esteem in which he was held in Jacobite circles-given the commission of a Colonel in the Spanish army, with no obligation on him either to serve in that army, or, indeed, to live in Spain. With an income derived from his two commissions the prospect for Cameron seemed bright, but the delaying tactics of the Spanish treasury made it unlikely that Cameron ever received anything like the full amount of the money to which he was entitled from his Spanish commission, if, indeed, he ever received anything at all. He remained in Spain until May of 1747, and inAugust wrote to hiswife askingher to come andjoin him in France. But Mrs. Cameron delayed her departure until January 1748, when she arrived safely at Breda with two out of her four surviving children. Here she was arrested by the English army authorities and was interrogated by the Earl of Albemarle, their commander. He allowed her to continue her journey to France, where she arrived to join her husband in Paris in March of that year.
In October Lochiel, Cameron's elder brother, died and the future of his regiment was at once in question: the French were considering amalgamating it with one of the other, older established, Scottish regiments in their service. Cameron saw difficulties for himself if this were to happen. In the same month the long war of the Austrian Succession was ended by the treaty of Aix-la-Chapelle, one of the terms of this was that the French should no longer allow Prince Charles to live in their country. In spite of all Louis XV's appeals, the Prince obstinately refused to leave France and in December was arrested on his way to the opera, lodged in the chateau de Vincennes and then deported to Papal territory at Avignon. His immediate household, to the number of about thirty, were removed for a short while to the Bastille, among the archives of which is a letter to Cameron from his uncle, Ludovic Cameron of Torcastle, written on 15 December in which he asks his nephew to collect three shirts and one nightcap for him from his washerwoman and to pay her for her work.
So worried was Cameron about his prospects in both the French and Spanish armies that he wrote to King James, in Rome, asking for his assistance. The Pretender replied that he had little influence with the French in the way they reformed their army, but he did appeal to Cardinal Portocarrero, the Spanish ambassador to the Papal States, for any help he could give in arranging for the regular payments of the money due from Cameron's Spanish commission. This appeal was, however, quite unsuccessful.
In September 1749, Cameron visited Scotland to consult with Macpherson of Cluny on the disposal of the French gold that had been buried on the banks of Loch Arkaig in 1746. There has been a great deal of confusion, disagreement and accusations over the ultimate fate of this gold, and Cameron has been accused, almost certainly unjustly, of having removed about £6,000 for his own use. The fact that he probably behaved stupidly about this money does not mean that he misappropriated it. He took what he thought he wis entitled to to help 'the ruined family of Lochiel' and also some £300 for his own expenses. In 1750 Cameron notes that two of his children were still being taken care of by friends or relatives in Scotland and in 1751 another child was born 'who had the honour of being called James after the King'. Cameron himself was ill at the same time 'of a most dangerous fever and ague which confined him all the winter wholly to his room and mostly to his bed, which has shattered his constitution much ever since'. Later in the same year Mrs. Cameron visited Edinburgh again and was arrested in the month of October and interrogated by Charles Erskine of Tinwald, the Lord Justice Clerk, whose duty it then was to act as a political agent of the Crown, in addition to his duty as a senior judge in the Court of Session. Her belongings were searched, but no treasonable material was found among them and it was agreed that she had come over to see friends and relatives on matters 'relating only to the squabbles at their sham court who the persons were who had secreted the money, each of them putting it upon the other'. She left the country shortly after to join her husband who was then stationed at Douai with his regiment.
It was reported that Cameron also visited Scotland during this year, but this is unlikely in view of his own illness and of his wife's visit to Edinburgh in the autumn. In September, however, reports began to come in to the Government from Macdonel of Glengarry, the treacherous Highlander to whom reference has already been made. The Prince was said to have interviewed Cameron at Menin and told him to proceed at once to Scotland, with Lochgarry, with the news that he hoped to land shortly in that country with a force of Swedish troops and with the backing of the King of Prussia, Frederick the Great, who was George II's nephew. The Prince gave money to the two men and told them to meet supporters from the Highlands at the market for black cattle held at Crieff. How much truth there was in this story, we shall never know: but it sounds improbable on the face of it. However, the Government felt bound to take action, and it was soon confirmed to them that the two men were, in fact, in Scotland and reports of conversations that Cameron was supposed to have had with various men in the Highlands during the winter confirmed Glengarry's reports. Erskine himself was doubtful if there was any real basis for alarm, but added in a report to the Duke of Newcastle, that 'the clansmen are divided among themselves, which is a consolation, but whether a common mischief might not bring them to unite I cannot answer.' Cameron narrowly escaped capture on one occasion, but the Jacobite warning system worked well enough to protect him. There were, however, too many Highlanders who, either to satisfy some personal feud or to improve their standing with the Government, would betray their countrymen. And, towards the end of 1752 Cameron had the ill luck to fall in with such a one when he was staying, Lord Amulree disguised and under an assumed name, in a house on the banks of Loch Katrine, probably belonging to Stewart of Glenbuckie. He met with the informer, an old acquaintance, and told him that he was looking for a new lodging, for he intended to stay in Scotland till May or June, but 'if nothing happened by that time he would never credit any promise on behalf of the Pretender'. This information was at once passed to Whitehall and it was decided to search the house named in the report. There was a garrison in the Government barracks at Inversnaid on Loch Lomond about five miles away, and on 21 March a small party under Captain Craven set out on its mission. It was decided to go by road and not to cross the Loch in boats and Craven was careful that no one went ahead to give warning. This was wise 'for when we came within a mile and a half of the place the country people despatched a girl before us, whereupon I ordered one of the best marchers to pursue her, and to prevent her getting to the house before us. She however got before the soldier to a cabin about half way to Stewart's house and from thence despatched a boy whom the soldier likewise pursued and by presenting his piece and threatening to shoot him, brought him to a halt and prevented his getting on before us'. The boy was stopped about a quarter of a mile from Stewart's house, and before going any farther Craven divided his party into two groups of six who approached the house one from the back and one from the front. Cameron was seen to dash out into the woods, but was soon caught, brought back to the Captain and searched: nothing incriminating was found on him and he was marched back to Inversnaid, where the party arrived about two o'clock in the morning 'heartily tired having waded through rivers and bogs up to my knees, and passed some rough, rocky mountains, but the satisfaction of succeeding makes fatigue rather a pleasure.' Cameron's name was included in the Act of Attainder which was passed in 1746 and was excluded from the Act of Indemnity passed in the following year. He would, therefore, have no chance of defending himself if he were to be found in Scotland by the British authorities and his sentence to death would certainly follow, unless the Government were to show unexpected signs of mercy. He was moved next day to Stirling Castle, where he was identified as the person mentioned in the Act of Attainder by two independent witnesses. On the next day Erskine examined him in Edinburgh Castle and reported that he seemed 'in great concern' but yet would give nothing away, maintaining that he had come to Scotland solely on private matters. Erskine warned him 'of the dangerous precipice on which he stood, if he did not by some very material discovery open a door to let in hopes of His Majesty's innate clemency'. Erskine wondered if he might be encouraged to say more if he were to be 'examined in more awful presence'. Newcastle agreed with this suggestion and on 4 April he was sent under strong escort, to London, where he arrived on 16 April, the anniversary of the battle of Culloden, and was confined in the Tower of London, probably in the Lieutenant's lodgings. As was the custom of the time, he, or his family, were expected to pay £4 Os. Od. a week for his own keep and for that of the two warders to whom his safety was assigned. The following day he was examined by the Privy Council. They, again, got no useful information out of him, but one curious brush with the Duke of Newcastle is recorded. On being asked why he took an expensive and long journey to Rome: 238 In a word such was the blustering that Dr. Cameron (as he acknowledged to a particular friend) was almost ready to smile, even in the presence of the Council.
Further witnesses were found in London who could identify him and on the following day he was brought before the court of King's Bench and sentenced to death by hanging. He 'heard his sentence without any alteration of countenence, except that his lips closed and his mouth began to ifil, and he made three or four very low reverences to the bench when he retired.' Execution was postponed till 7 June, so that Mrs. Cameron might come over from France to join him for a few days: she was then living at Lille. Cameron said that 'he had seven children who, with his wife, were all dependant upon him and his not seeing her would be worse for him than death'. The mixture of compassionate understanding and unyielding hardness shown by the authorities makes strange reading today.
News of Cameron's arrest soon spread in Jacobite circles, and attempts were made by the French government, by means of their ambassador in London, the Duc de Mirepoix, to ensure his release on the grounds that he was a serving officer in the forces of the Most Christian King as a colonel of the regiment of Albany and as a captain of the Foot. James wrote also to Cardinal Portocarrero requesting him to draw the attention of Carvajal to Cameron's danger and emphasizing that he was a colonel in the service of the Most Catholic King. Mrs. Cameron, too, tried her best to secure a reprieve, but all without success. She had arrived in London on 29 May and on 31 May was made a prisoner with her husband in the Tower. She left him in the evening of 6 June, when the gates of the Tower were locked, and at 10 o'clock on the following morning Cameron was moved, with an escort of soldiers, on to Tower Green, where he was handed over to the Sheriff: he was wearing a lightcoloured coat, red waist and breeches and a new bag-wig. He was then bound on a hurdle and drawn by four horses to the place of execution at Tyburn, where he arrived at quarter past twelve. After joining with the clergyman who accompanied him in the commendatory prayer Cameron said farewell to him and, as he seemed to stumble as he went down the steps from the cart, called after him in a cheerful voice 'Take care how you go, I think you don't know this way as well as I do'. He then made a present of money to the executioner and was immediately turned off. The body was allowed to hang on the gallows for three quarters of an hour and was then cut down. As it was not the Government's wish that his body should be dismembered after death it was handed over to an undertaker in the Strand and on the following day was buried in the chapel of the Savoy in the presence of four of his friends. Cameron was forty-six years of age at the time of his death.
The Government have been criticized for apparent harshness in executing Cameron on an old Act of Attainder. This is probably to be explained by the fact that there
